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Plainsboro Native and Surgical Resident to Exhibit Origami at Plainsboro Library 

 

Plainsboro Public Library – August 2018 – Plainsboro native Neal Godse, a surgical resident at the 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, will be exhibiting a collection of modular origami at the 

Plainsboro Library in August.  A perfect combination of math and art, each model is a colorful and 

complex three-dimensional shape. The exhibit runs August 4 – 29. 

 

Godse, who graduated from the WW-P school system, went on to receive an undergraduate degree in 

neuroscience from the University of Pittsburgh, followed by a medical doctorate, and is currently in post-

graduate surgical residency training in Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery. He developed an interest 

in origami as a child. The physician/artist explains: 

 

I was exposed to origami relatively early on in a number of ways around first or second grade - 

there were volunteer teachers at Plainsboro Public Library that taught me how to make cranes 

and a butterfly ball; a cousin taught me to make an origami box; a neighbor taught me how to 

make a jumping frog. The process of taking a flat piece of paper and rendering it into a 

complicated three dimensional object fascinated me. I remember checking out all of the 

origami instructional books in the library and working my way through making all the models in 

them. Some were successes; others were less-than-successes; but either way the art form 

continued to fascinate me. 

 

During my undergraduate years I came across a model called Five Intersecting Tetrahedra. 

This is a dodecahedron defined by five interwoven triangular pyramids where each pyramid is 

made by connecting six units. The mathematics & geometry of the shape were first described 

by Robert Lang (the father of mathematically driven origami) and subsequently folded by 

Thomas Hull. Everything about this model spoke to me - the precise dimensions, the puzzle of 

assembly, the emergent geometry. Since then I have delved much deeper into the world of 

modular origami. This is a branch of origami that uses multiple interconnected units to define a 

complex three-dimensional shape. Since studying the works of Daniel Kwan and Byriah Loper, 

two pioneers of the wireframe modular origami art form, and the geometric principles of 

designing units I have designed more than 20 original models. Learning and mastering these 

principles has been incredibly satisfying and results in stunning models that can be viewed for 

hours. 

 

Origami is a beautiful art form that has deep connections with mathematics and applications 

for engineering and material sciences, to name a few. I would encourage anyone with interest 

to take the time to go beyond the paper crane to see the true breadth and depth of this art 

form. 

 

The Plainsboro Library is located at 9 Van Doren Street, Plainsboro, NJ. Hours are 10-8:30 Monday - 

Thursday, and 10-5 Friday – Sunday.  For more information, call 609-275-2897. 
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